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Teller County Board of Review 
January 7, 2009 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Chairman Dave Dernbach called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.  Those answering roll call were: 
 
Carl Andersen      Staff:  Chris Brandt 
John Collins        Allan Chamberlin 
Jared Bischoff       Lynda Morgan 
Jeff Smith 
Bert West 
Dave Dernbach 
    
Dave Dernbach stated that the Board of Review meetings are public and anyone wishing to speak 
must first address the Chairman. 
 
Dave Dernbach appointed alternate member John Collins as a voting member for today’s meeting. 
 

Approve Posting & Publication Sites 
For 2009 Board of Review Public Notices 

. 
Bert West moved to approve the 2009 Board of Review posting and publication sites as presented 
which include: the Building Department at 540 Manor Court, the Northeast Teller Fire Department at 
1010 Evergreen Heights Drive, a local newspaper and the Teller County web site.  Jeff Smith 
seconded.  All yes. 

Chairman and Vice Chairman Elections 
 
Dave Dernbach moved to elect Jeff Smith as Chairman of the Board of Review for 2009.  Jeff Smith 
declined the nomination stating he will be out of the area for a large portion of this year. Dave 
Dernbach withdrew the motion.   
 
Jeff Smith moved to elect Bert West as Chairman of the Board of Review for 2009.  John Collins 
seconded.  4 yes votes, Bert West abstained. Motion carries. 
 
Bert West moved to elect Jared Bischoff as Vice Chairman of the Board of Review for 2009.  John 
Collins seconded.  4 yes votes, Jared Bischoff abstained.  Motion carries. 
 
Bert West took over as Chairman for the remainder of the meeting. 
  

Review and Approve 
Board of Review Meeting Dates for 2009 

 
Jeff Smith moved to approve the Board of Review Meeting Dates for 2009 and the first meeting in 
2010 as presented by staff noting no adjustments in meeting dates will be necessary due to holidays.  
Jared Bischoff seconded.  All yes. 
 
 

 Review and Approve Minutes 
From the December 3, 2008 

Meeting  
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Jeff Smith moved to approve the December 3, 2008 meeting minutes as presented.  Jared Bischoff 
seconded.  4 yes votes, Dave Dernbach abstained.  Motion carries. 
 

Contractor Licenses 
Custom Homes by Eric Johnson, Inc. 

William Johnson 
Class C 

Staff presented a letter received from Mr. Johnson requesting that his appearance before the Board 
be continued to the March 4, 2009 meeting. 
 
Jeff Smith moved to continue this agenda item to the March 4th, 2009 meeting.  Jared Bischoff 
seconded.  All yes votes.  Motion carries. 

 
Fry Construction Company 

Martin Fry  
Class A 

 
Mr. Fry present.  Mr. Fry gave a brief overview of his work history and building experience.  His 
presentation included but was not limited to the following: 
 
  Did construction work and demolition work in the military 
  Been in Colorado Springs area for 12 years 

Has held a Class A License in El Paso for 2-3 year; held Class B License in El Paso for 
9 years and held a Class E License prior to obtaining the Class B License in El Paso 
Took National ICC Contractor test 
Recent work includes: 2.6 million dollar office complex from the ground up and a high 
security office building at Peterson Air Force Base 
Future project in Teller County is for tenant finish and possible expansion of the Pikes 
Peak Regional Medical Office Building, of which he is part owner  
Reviewed Letters of Reference and scope and range of work mentioned in the letters 

 
Chris Brandt indicated everything was in order with the Secretary of State. 
 
Bert West opened this matter up for public comment.  No public comment.  Close public comment. 
 
Jeff Smith moved to grant Fry Construction Company with Martin Fry as examinee, a Class A 
License. Jared Bischoff seconded.  All yes votes.  Motion carries. 
 

Board Discussion 
 

A.  Discussion on monolithic slab and footer criteria 
 

Alternate member John Collins requested this agenda item in order to request that the Board of 
Review and the Building Department consider amending the current monolithic slab footer 
requirements of 12” x 18”  to 8” X 18”.  Mr. Collins expressed that other surrounding Counties such as 
El Paso, Park, and Pueblo have amended their respective codes to the 8” X 18” requirement.  Mr. 
Collins stated that reducing the width of the footer will result in less time and labor and less concrete, 
which will be a savings to the customer. 

 
Allan Chamberlin indicated that the 12” footer is a requirement from the International Residential 
Code. Mr. Chamberlin presented the Board with a hand out of the Teller County Building 
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Department’s Soils Waiver Outbuilding Footing Detail diagram. Mr. Chamberlin stated the reason for 
the 12” footer width includes but is not limited to the following: 

   
 Walls over 10 feet will require engineering 
 The bearing weight of the structure will become an issue with a smaller footer 

Soil composition in Teller County varies from that found in El Paso and Pueblo counties 
 

Mr. Chamberlin reviewed section 103.1 of the International Residential Code Commentary with the 
Board regarding the matter and stated he is in agreement with the Commentary’s findings. 
 
Bert West opened this matter up for public comment. No public present.  Close public comment. 
 
Board discussion included but is not limited to the following items: 

 
 What did the other jurisdictions base their changes on 
 How to control joints not cracking 

  Concerns of weight of the structure on a narrower footer 
  If plans are drawn and stamped by an engineer it is accepted 
  The slab portion is included as the footer 
  Bearing and load transfer are the two main components 

 
Conclusion is that minimal cost savings alone does not constitute a good reason for pursing a code 
change at this time however, if more comments and / or more research is done that provides more 
substantial information regarding the matter, it can be brought back for further discussion. 
  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:43 p.m. 


