
TELLER COUNTY BOARD OF REVIEW 
MARCH 1, 2006 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Sonny Strobl called the meeting to order at 2:01.  Those answering roll 
call were: 
 
Joseph Bloomquist - Alternate    Staff:  Chris Brandt 
Dave Dernbach      Allan Chamberlin 
Arthur Weaver      Lynda Morgan 
John Collins 
Jim Heenan – Vice Chairman  
Sonny Strobl - Chairman 
 
 
At 2:05 alternate member Mike Wells arrived. 
 
Sonny Strobl stated that the Board of Review meetings are public and anyone 
wishing to speak must first address the Chairman. 
 
 
 

REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES FROM 
THE JANUARY 4, 2006 MEETING 

 
Dave Dernbach moved to approve the January 4, 2006 Board of Review minutes 
as presented.  Arthur Weaver seconded.  4 yes, John Collins abstained.  Motion 
carries. 
 

REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES FROM 
THE FEBRUARY 1, 2006 MEETING 

 
Arthur Weaver moved to approve the February 1, 2006 Board of Review minutes 
as presented.  Jim Heenan seconded.  4 yes, Dave Dernbach abstained.  Motion 
carries. 
 
 

CONTRACTOR LICENSES 
 

Century Commercial Builders  
Mitch Christiansen 

Reactivation of Class A License #2267A  
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Mitch Christiansen present.  Mr. Christiansen gave a brief overview of his work 
history and building experience, which included the following: 
 
 Started in the industry as a dry waller and carpentry apprentice 
 Worked on high rises with seismic reinforcements in California 
 Has a civil engineer’s background but no degree 
 Commercial only no residential projects 
 Has done design work  
 Owner of a strip mall in Woodland Park 
 In the past has worked on Bronco Billy’s and various Teller County  

facilities 
  
Mr. Christiansen indicated that he let his Class A License lapse due to health 
issues but is now ready to return to the industry.  Mr. Christiansen stated the 
intent of the Reactivated License is to perform the historical restoration of the 
Miner’s Hall in Victor, which has been approved by the City of Victor.  Mr. 
Christiansen also indicated that HCDA Engineering firm will be doing the on site 
inspection during the restoration process. 
  
Chris Brandt indicated that everything was in order with the State. 
 
At 2:10 alternate member Bert West arrived.  
 
The Board reviewed the documents submitted and it was noted that an Insurance 
Certificate with the Description of Operations completed was needed.  Sonny 
Strobl went over the terms of a Conditional License. 
 
There was a discussion on the Occupancy / Classification of the proposed 
project in Victor along with a discussion on the restoration process. 
 
Sonny Strobl opened this matter up for public comment.  No public comment.  
Close public comment. 
 
Mike Wells started to make a motion, but withdrew it because, as a non voting 
member, he could not make a motion. 
 
Arthur Weaver moved to reactivate Century Commercial Builder’s Class A 
License #2267A with Mitch Christiansen as examinee, for a Conditional 1 project 
License upon receipt of a Certificate of Insurance with a 30 day cancellation 
clause and a completed Description of Operations and a Workman’s 
Compensation Insurance Certificate.  John Collins seconded.  All yes. 
 

BOARD DISCUSSION 
 

Sonny Strobl reminded the Board that during the Board Discussion portion of the 
meeting that, except in unusual circumstances, only those items that are on the 
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agenda may be brought up for discussion.  Any other items need to be placed on 
the agenda for the next scheduled meeting. 

 
A. Consider and Recommend to the Teller County Board of County 
Commissioners to amend Article III, Appendix Section 3011.5 regarding 
elevator fees 
  
Lynda Morgan handed out a revised elevator fee schedule for the Board’s 
review. 
 
Jim Harris Teller County Building /Elevator Inspector went over the methods and 
procedures of inspections for the various types of transportation devices and the 
details required on building plans for the devices.  Mr. Harris stated that no 
Homeowner could install a device, as all installers must be certified; they must 
also be licensed in Teller County under a Class D License.  Mr. Harris stated that 
there is a new State Bill with an effective date of June of 2007, which states that 
any City or Municipality that does not have Codes in place for the issuance of 
permits /fees and inspections will be handled by the State. The Board requested 
that in the future all homeowners with such devices in their homes be provided 
with the proper information relating to the process and procedures of all future 
inspections and fees.  Mr. Harris confirmed that under the applicable Uniform 
Code the term “Elevator” includes elevators, escalators, dumbwaiters and similar 
devices.    
 
Sonny Strobl opened this matter up for public comment.  No public comment.  
Close public comment. 
 
John Collins started to make a motion to recommend to the Teller County Board 
of County Commissioners to amend Article III, Appendix Section 3011.5 of the 
Code when a point regarding escalators was brought up and Mr. Collins withdrew 
his motion. 
 
In further Board review and discussion of the proposed change it was suggested 
that fees for escalators be added with the initial permit fee for $700.00, an annual 
inspection fee of $100.00, and a 5-year inspection fee of $400.00.  It was also 
noted that reinspection fee should be changed to $42.00 to be more consistent 
with the Teller County Building Code. 
 
John Collins moved to recommend to the Teller County Board of County 
Commissioners to amend Article III, Appendix Section 3011.5 of the Teller 
County Building Code as presented with the revised fee schedule and adding the 
escalator fees - $700.00 initial fee / $100 annual fee/ $400.00 5-year fee and 
change the reinspection fee to $42.00 as discussed.  Arthur Weaver seconded.  
All yes. 
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B.  Discussion on Article II, Section 101, exception #1 concerning terms 
and conditions for Homeowner / Builders 
 
Joseph Bloomquist provided the Board with a hand out of the statistical 
comparison between Homeowner built homes and General Contractor built 
homes. General comments from discussion are as follows: 
 

More time is usually needed to conduct inspections on a homeowner built 
project.  
Should homeowners be required to take a test to build a residence? 
Is a homeowner attempting to make a business out of building a 
residence? 
Some homeowners try to obtain permits for more than two homes in a ten-
year period. 
 

It was suggested that better clarification of the code through rewording would be 
beneficial.  The specific change should indicate that the second residential permit 
cannot be applied for until one full calendar year from the Certificate of 
Occupancy date of the first residential permit.  It was suggested that the Board of 
County Commissioners be approached regarding their thoughts on this change 
prior to any further action or proposal.  The Board asked that the item be placed 
on the April 5, 2006 meeting agenda as a consider and recommend item, but in 
the interim the building department is to attempt to discuss the idea with the 
Commissioners. 
 
C.  Discussion on Article II, Section 102.f, Financial Responsibility concerning 
adequate documentation 
 
For general information Joseph Bloomquist indicated that he had found an 
Investigative Service that does background checks for  $75.00 per applicant. 
Further discussion on adequate documentation included perhaps adding to the 
contractor application form if the applicant has or currently holds a license in 
other jurisdictions. Review of the staff’s memo and general consensus of what 
the intent of the code is was determined for Section 102.f.  The acceptable 
documentation for Financial Responsibility can be one letter from a banking 
institution and one letter from a major creditor acknowledging that the applicant 
has had an account in good standing with their firm within the past twelve 
months, without the need for profit and loss or balance sheet type information. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
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